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Madras, and is divided by a canal.
It formerly belonged to France,
with which it did a considerable
trade. The town has cotton mills,
vegetable oil presses, toy and
biscuit factories, foundries, etc.
It was founded by Fran$ois
Martin, a Frenchman, in 1674.
The buildings include government
house, a town hall, and the
cathedral. Taken by the Dutch,
it was restored in 1697, The Brit-
ish captured it in 1761, 1778, 1793,
and 1803, but each time it was
restored when peace came. In
1940 Pondicherri rejected the
Vichy govt. and declared for Gen.
de Gaulle. The port was developed
into a base for Allied naval craft
operating against Japan.

Pondicherri state, area 196 sq.
m., pop. (est.) 320,000, was
formed in 1955 from the former
French possessions of Pondicherri,
Karikal, Yanam, and Mah6.

Pondoland, Country forming
one of the Transkeian Territories
of the Cape Province, British S.
Africa. It stretches along the
coast, S.W. of Natal. British sov-
ereignty was proclaimed in 1878
over the tidal estuary of the St.
John's river and the country was
annexed to Cape Colony in 1894.
The inhabitants, the Pondos, num-
ber about 234,000. The area is
3,906 sq. m.

Pondweed (Potamogelon). Gen-
us of aquatic herbs of the family
Potamogetonaceae. They are na-
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Ponciweel. Frond of curled variety,
Potamogeton crispus

tives chiefly of temperate regions
They have submerged, translucent
or floating, opaque leaves, and
simple flowers in spikes.

Poniard (Lat. pitgnus, fist).
Term used for a small dagger.
It usually refers to a slender
weapon of this kind, introduced
from France, having a triangular or
square blade, and used for stabbing
at close quarters. See Dagger,

Poniatowski. Name of a
famous Polish family. Stanislas
I'oniutowtiki (It577-17t>2) was in

73 the    service of
^ Charles  XII of
$ Sweden,     and
yj afterwards held
high    positions
in   Lithuania
and    Poland.
One of his sons,
Stanislas,     be-
came king of Po-
land ;   another,
Michael,   be-
came archbishop of Gnesen.    The
family became extinct when Stanis-
las, a grandson of the earlier Stanis-
las, died in 1S33, but a natural son,
Joseph (1816-73), carried on the
name. He became a prince in Tus-
cany and in Austria, and was for
many years the envoy of Tuscany in
Paris.    He passed his last years
in England, where he shared the
exile of his friend, Napoleon III.
Poniatowski, JOSEPH ANTON,
PRINCE (1762-1813). Polish soldier.
Born May 7, 1762, he entered the
Austrian army,
in 1789 he be-
came a general
in   the   Polish
army,   and   in
1791 was coni-
m a n d e r-i n-
chief    of    the
operations
against Russia.
Disgusted    at
the   terms   of
the  treaty which  concluded  the
war,   he   went   into   retirement.
War  minister  of  the  duchy   of
Warsaw, he resisted the Austrian
invasion  of  1809,  in  1812  com-
manded   a   corps   in   Napoleon's
Russian campaign, and remained
in the emperor's service until his
death after the battle of Leipzig,
Oct.  16-19, 1813.    He had just
been made a marshal.

Ponnani. Harbour of Madras
state, India, on the Malabar
coast. It is situated at the mouth
of the Ponnani river. A road joins
it to Tirur on the rly., and con-
tinues to Mysore. Pop. 18,000.
Ponsard, FRANCOIS (1814-67).
French dramatist and academician.
Born at Vienne, June 1, 1814, he
abandoned law for literature, pub-
lishing a translation of Byron's
Manfred in 1837, and specialising
in the drama. Aided by the con-
summate acting of Mine. Rachel,
his Lucrece, 1843, scored an im-
mense success, but Ponsard is
remembered chiefly for his ad-
mirable comedy of manners,
L'Honneur et T Argent. He died m
Paris, July 7, 1867.

Ports Asinoruni (Lat., asses*
bridge). In geometry, name popu-
iarh given to the fifth proposition
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of the first book of Euclid, from
the supposed difficulty of beginners
in understanding it. The proposi-
tion states that the angles at the
base of an isosceles triangle are
equal. See Geometry.

Ponsford, WILLIAM HAROLD
(b. 1900). Australian cricketer,
born at N. Calton, Melbourne,
Oct. 19, 1900. When he played
an innings of 429 for Victoria
against Tas-
mania, 1922,
and one of 437
against
Queensland,
1927, each was
at the time a
record for first-
class cricket.
This opening
batsman made
more runs
for Victoria
than any other player. He played
against England from 1924, achiev-
ing, with D. G. Bradman, a world
record partnership of 451 for the
second wicket, at the Oval, 1934,
in his last test match.

Ponsonby ot Shulbrede,
ARTHUR AUGUSTUS WILLIAM
HARRY PONSONBY, IST BARON
(1871-1946). British politician.
Son of Sir Henry Ponsonby,
private secretary to Victoria,
he was born Feb. 16, 1871, and
went to Eton and Balliol, Oxford.
He was chosen after twelve years
in the diplomatic service to be
principal private secretary to
Campbell-Bannerman during the
latter's prem-
iership, 1906-
08, and suc-
ceeded him as
Liberal M.P.
for Stirling
Burghs. He
joined the
Labour party
in 1918, and
represented it
as M.P. for Lord Ponsonby,
Brightside, Bntish politician
Sheffield, 1922-30, being under-
secretary for foreign affairs in 1924.
Raised to the peerage in 1930, he
was chancellor of the duchy of
Lancaster next year, after which he
led his party in the house of lords
until 1935. He resigned from it
in 1940, and died March 24, 1946.
His son Matthew (b. July 28,
1904) succeeded to the title.
Ponsonby wrote The Camel and
the Needle's Eye, 1909 ; English
Diaries, 1923; Samuel Pepys,
1928; John Evelyn, 1934.

Pons Winnecke. Name of a
periodical comet. First discovered
by J. L. Pons in 1819, and re-

